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VINNY PECULIAR
Goodbye My Angry
Friend

FROMOIA
b &
0ASIS/SMITHS-LINKED
MANCUNIAN SCENESTER.

_ Loitering on the fringes of the
Manchester scene fora decade
has so endeared Vinny Peculiar
(aka Alan Wilkes) to ex-Smith
Mike Joyce and ex-Dasis
Buitarist Bonehead that
they've joined his live band.

To Peculiar's credit, they're
not missed on this album of
tales &5 tall the opener claims
Vinny Peculiar Is Dead, Lyrical
delights abound, especially
the delightfully bitchy The Lazy
Bohemians and the Fathers 4
Justice-influenced Batman,

A silly stage name hardiy
helps Wilkes's cause, but

he's a songwriter of quality
who deserves to be taken

seriously. mJoHN AIZLEWOOD
DOWMLDAD: Batman

Vinny Peculiar: Goodbye My
Angry Friend (Pronoia Records) £1299 fe
This well-connected Mane type comes g
across like a lo-fi Luke Haineson a
Ziggy Stardust trip, killing off his alter
ego in the opening track before rantin
at the eruel world thereafter. A bracing sourness
redolent of Stephin Merritt adds an arch-tragedian
flavour; elsewhere, he's a bittersweet. bcargam
basement Bowie of a bedsit-dwelling stripe. & & w &
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VINNY PECULIAR
The Fall And Rise Of Vinny
Peculiar

DNSOMNG

Yoo i

Best yet from Smiths-
affiliated humourist
Across four albums of
wonderfully mordant pop,
vinny Peculiar has emerged
asastrikingtalent. Backed by
ex-World Of Twist man Ben
knott and former Smiths Mike
Joyee and Craig Gannon, his
latest fallssomewhere
between Humky Dory-era
Bowie, BillNelsonand the
lulian Cope of Skellington.
Peculiar's noconfessional
whinger either. Bliss-free
domestic fable “Man About
TheHouse" isastragicasitis
surreal, while he'wrestles with
the Almighty on the piquant
“sorry God". Reflective family
paean "Playing On The Fier”
miay just be his mostmoving
songtodate.
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VINNY PECULIAR
The Fall And Rise Of
Vinny Peculiar
O 50MG
ok
Psychiatric nurse re-forms
half of The Smiths.
T a | Mancunian mental
health worker Alan
= Wilkes has spent six
| years and four
previous albums trying to
establish an alternative indie
career as Vinny Peculiar. At
least he can now boast the
prestigious advantage of being
backed by two former Smiths:
drummer Mike Joyce and short-
stay guitarist Craig Gannon. The
jingly-jangly spectre of their
former glory looms large on Man
About The House, albeit minus
the equivalent lyrical mastery.
Elsewhere, candid relationship
post-mortems to the tune of
lavishly arranged piano and
brass skip closer to The Divine
Comedy. A sweet-and-sour
pleasure, MSIMON GODDARD
DOWMNLOAD: MAN ABOUT
THEHOUSE
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Whatever Happened to Vinny Peculiar

Whatever Happened to

Reviews REISSUES - c:

VINNY PECULIAR i Already some years old,
Whatever HappenedTo : “Showcase Time" and “Slow
Vinny Peculiar? ! Television™ are damning

SHALRALK & DANELAY ¢ indictrments of Generation

& -Factor, while * Uno Disco” is a
Offcuts, 1989-2003, from smart exercise in cabaret-glam.
undervalued Smiths associate  Touchingly, too, " Big Grey Hospital”
With new LP Rovalt Into Style ¢ recounts the fateof his late
imminent, this selection of ! schizophrenic brother to

outtakes and alternate versions | disquigting effect. noz s

is uniformly excellent, Peculiar

(aka Manchester-hased Brummie SUTEKH

AlanWilkes) is clearly a waggish Born Again: Collected
Marthern humourist in the same Remixes 1999-2005 ..

vein as Morrissey, but delivers 1 & &
his tragi-comic asides with the Two-disc compilation of West
menace of Luke Haines and the Coast glitch wizard’s remixes

doomed allure of lan MeCulloch. Producer Seth Horvitz has earmed

Northern wag

F r"l..
’I * Old Peculiar: a
o
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Ironing the Soul

Vinny Peculiar
IRONING THE SOUL «

Morose wit from ex-mental nurse

" Call me Vinny Peculiar but it's not
my real name, " he deadpans on
the opening confessional " Flatter
And Deceive” . True, heis, in fact,
one Mr Alan Wilkes but, whatever
the nom de plume, froning The
Soulis a splendid dose of
selt-deprecating mirth
somewhere between the
arch intelligence of
Babybird — “Suicide Dad”,
“Jesus Stole My
Girlfriend"” —and the
melodic honesty of
Badly Drawn Boy (the
touching "My Father
The Organist”)

If Tony Hancock
had made pop
records, they'd
have sounded Lunatic asylum
like this seeker-Alan
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DON'T MISS...

Vinny Peculiar

‘Ironing The Soul’

(Hug)

When people attach a label like

‘quintessentially English’'to a

musician, more often than not it's

seen as a polite description of an

artist whose appeal stops at the border (and frequently
weall belore that). Vinny Peculiar should not be saddled
with such a description. Characteristically, he is
indeed the most English of contemporary songwriters
- confessional, deadpan and with the driest of humour
- but he harnesses an appeal that is essentially global.
Documenting tales of romance (the truly striking ‘Jesus
Stole My Girlfriend”), unrequited love ('A Beautiful
Woman In Public Sector Management') and, with a
uniquely edgy whisper, death ("Suicide Dad"), ‘Ironing
The Soul' is a splendid album. Weaving an impressive
montage of stories together with a host of well-drawn
characters, all different yet all strangely connected
through their apparent separation from society, Vinny
Peculiar has run his wand through the underbelly of
society and unearthed a collection of heart-warming
tales that can't help but draw comparisons with Nick
Cave, It may have been made in England yet ‘Ironing
The Soul' is instantly accessible wherever you are; it 1s
musical poetry personified.

Matt Brown
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Vinny Peculiar Gone (&m BUGO3T)
Mr Peculiar —aka Alan Wilkes
— is a Liverpudlian singer-
songwriter who looks like he’s
been through many a wilder-
ness year in preparation for
this clear-eyed, beautiful debut.
His CV is a bit misleading: he's
recently supported old farts
like Nils Lofgren and Roger
McGuinn, but Gone is eclectic
andadventurnus, reminiscent
in tone of Baby Bird's famous
early demos or Microdisney’s
first album. Vinny’s voice is
more emotive than strictly
tuneful, but his guitar playing
is delicately inspired and the
songs are almost all lovely,
whether wired and Television-
like (‘Shrinemaker’), sparse
and melancholy (‘Shadow
Box') or positively Beatles-
esque (‘Calm Me Down’). Gone
will get its proper release later
this year,



